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lishing a state system of old-age pensions, was decidedly favorable in 
all three districts. Pursuant to an act of 1913, the sixth, twelfth and 
seventeenth Suffolk representative districts (being wards 6, 12, and 17 
of the city of Boston) voted by a majority of over five to one urging 
their representatives to support such legislation. In 1916 wards 9, 
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Absent voting 


Massachusetts 1 


231,905 


76,709 


State and municipal con- 


Massachusetts 1 (over necessaries 






trol 


of life) 


261,119 


51,826 


School moneys 


Massachusetts 1 "Sectarian 








Amendment" 


206,329 


130,357 


Constitutional convention 


Tennessee 2 special election July 
28, 1917 






Woman Suffrage 


Maine 8 


20,604 


38,838 


Woman Suffrage 


New York* 


703,129 


600,776 


Woman Suffrage 


Ohio* presidential 


422,262 


568,382 


Prohibition 


Ohio 5 


522,590 


523,727 


Prohibition 


New Mexico* 


28,732 


12,147 


Prohibition 


Iowa' special election October 15, 








1917 


214,963 


215,625 


Sheriffs 


Maine 3 removal by governor 


29,584 


25,416 


Apportionment 


Maine 3 representatives 


22,013 


21,719 


Elections 


Maine 3 polling places 


22,588 


24,593 


Military organization 


Maine 3 


20,585 


23,912 


Old-age pensions 


Boston, ward 6' 


1,588 


221 


Old-age pensions 


Boston, ward 12 s 


1,858 


322 


Old-age pensions 


Boston, ward 17' 


2,059 


406 



1 Constitutional amendment referred by constitutional convention. 

a Act referred by legislature. 

3 Constitutional amendment referred by legislature. 

' Statute referred by petition. 

6 Initiated constitutional amendment. 

• Submitted by legislature for advisory vote to instruct representatives. 

10, and 11 of the city of Boston and also New Bedford returned a 
favorable vote of sentiment on this same question, the majority being 
slightly over four to one. The same proposition was adopted by a vote 
of nearly four to one at the 1915 election by the cities and towns of 
Brockton, Cambridge, Lawrence, Methuen, Abington and Whitman. 

Arthur Connors. 



Constitutional Conventions. A New Hampshire constitutional 
convention, authorized by vote of the people in 1916, will meet on the 
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first Monday of June, 1918. The election of 439 delegates took place 
on the second Tuesday of March of this year, the delegates being 
apportioned the same as representatives to the general court except 
that every town is entitled to have at least one delegate. Provision 
was made by the 1917 general court that all alterations or amendments 
should be voted on separately by the voters of the state unless the 
convention should be of the opinion that it is impracticable so to pre- 
pare and arrange them, in which case the amendments may be placed 
on the ballot as a whole or en bloc. 1 

A joint resolutiqn, passed by the 1917 legislature of Nebraska, 
provided that at the election in November, 1918, there shall be sub- 
mitted a question allowing the voters of the state to express their will 
for or against the calling of a constitutional convention to alter, change 
and amend the constitution of the state. It was further provided that 
any amendment to the constitution should be submitted separately 
to the electors when demanded by 25 per cent of the convention 
delegates. 8 

Illinois voters by means of a resolution adopted by the 1917 legis- 
lature will be afforded an opportunity at the 1918 election of express- 
ing their sentiment as to the advisability of calling a constitutional 
convention. 3 

The 1917 legislature of North Carolina passed an act submitting to 
the voters at the regular November election in 1918 a call for a consti- 
tutional convention. At the same election 120 delegates, corresponding 
to the present apportionment of members of the house of representatives, 
are to be elected. If a majority of the electorate favors the convention, 
it will convene on the Wednesday after the first Monday in May, 1919, 
at which time it will sit for thirty days for receiving amendments, then 
adjourn for sixty days, returning at the end of that time to consider the 
amendments for another period of thirty days. 4 

The legislature of Idaho at its 1917 session also adopted a resolution 
submitting to popular vote at the general election in November, 1918, 
the question of calling a constitutional convention. 5 

Legislative efforts to provide for holding constitutional conventions 
in several other states including Oklahoma, Missouri, Washington and 
Kansas were unsuccessful in 1917. 

Arthur Connors. 

1 Chap. 121, p. 609, Laws, 1917. 
• H. R. No. 2, p. 580, Laws, 1917. 
3 S. J. R. No. 1, p. 805, Laws, 1917. 
* Chap. 60, p. 114, Laws, 1917. 
' S. J. R. No. 2, p. 505, Laws, 1917. 



